
 
 

Building and Planning for a Healthy 
and Equitable Future 

 

Agenda 
 
Thursday, May 6th 
 

4:30pm:  Arrival and Networking Breakouts 

4:45pm:  Welcome with Tom Batroney, President Elect of ASCE - Pittsburgh Section 

5:00pm:  Keynote Presentation - Resilience and Equity with Carolyn Kousky, PhD, Executive Director, Wharton Risk 

Center, University of Pennsylvania Risk Studies  

5:50pm:  Facilitated Breakout - What Risks are Facing your Community with Adam Whelchel, PhD, Director of Science, 

The Nature Conservancy  

6:40pm:  Break  

6:50pm:  Panel Discussion – Equity, Environmental Justice, and Community Development  

• Moderator: Darnetta Craig - Chair, ASCE-PIT Diversity & Inclusion Committee 

• Allison Acevedo - Director Environmental Justice, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

• Jamil Bey, PhD – President and Chief Executive Officer, UrbanKind Institute 

• Majestic Lane - Chief Equity Officer and Deputy Chief of Staff, City of Pittsburgh 

• Noble Maseru, PhD - Executive Director, Center for Health and Equity, University of Pittsburgh  

8:00pm:  Day 1 Wrap Up 
 
Friday, May 7th 

8:00am:  Arrival and Networking Breakouts 

8:15am:  Welcome with Joylette Portlock, PhD - Executive Director, Sustainable Pittsburgh 

8:30am:  Keynote Presentation – “On the Front Line” with Carol Haddock - Director, Houston Public Works 

9:15am:  Presentation - Pittsburgh’s Climate Adaptation Assessment with Grant Ervin - Chief Resilience Officer and 

Assistant Director for the Department of City Planning, City of Pittsburgh 

9:35am:  Panel Discussion - Climate Resilience  

• Moderator: Grant Ervin - Chief Resilience Officer and Assistant Director for the Department of City 
Planning, City of Pittsburgh 

• Marissa Aho - Chief Resilience Officer, City of Houston 

• Alex Kaplan - Executive Vice President of Alternative Risk, Amwins Group 

• David Rosenblatt - Chief Resilience Officer, State of New Jersey 

10:35am:  Break 

10:45am:  Panel Discussion - Health and Equity in the Pittsburgh Region 

• Moderator: Joylette Portlock, PhD - Executive Director, Sustainable Pittsburgh 

• Ariam Ford - Executive Director, Grounded 

• Jim Kelly - Deputy Director, Environmental Health Bureau, Allegheny County Health Department 

• Will Pickering - Chief Executive Officer, Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority 

• Megan Zeigler - Policy Director, Green Building Alliance 

11:45am:  Presentation - How to Create Transformational Change with Howard Neukrug - Executive Director, The Water 
Center, University of Pennsylvania 

12:30pm: Adjourn  
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